Échanges Solidaires

Paris, France

Who are we?

We are a little offshoot of the Comité de Solidarité avec les Peuples du Chiapas en Lutte (CSPCL, Chiapas solidarity group) that sprouted in 2002 to distribute the coffee produced by Zapatista cooperatives in resistance. Selling rebel coffee is for us a small act of rebellion and solidarity. It is a concrete way for us to:

· support the Zapatista cooperatives

· accompany the Zapatista communities on their path to cultural, political and economic autonomy

· provide information about the Zapatista struggle and the situation in Chiapas

· strengthen our own resistance networks against neoliberal globalization

How do we work?

We import coffee from two cooperatives, Yachil Xojobal Chulchan and Ssit Lequil Lum. Once a year, we launch a "subscription" campaign: buyers prepay the bags of coffee (250gr.–1kg, ground or whole bean) they order in the autumn and the money from these pre-purchases enables us to pay the coffee growers 60% of the price in advance to help tide them over during the winter harvest season.

In June we hold a distribution day for the buyers who live in and around Paris. It is a festive event during which we provide information on the Zapatista struggle, organize discussions, show films and host a craft fair. In addition, the coffee is sent to the "subscribers" who live in other parts of France or Belgium. We also sell it at other solidarity events and concerts.

Supporting other projects in the Zapatista communities

We are a small association and all of our members volunteer their time and effort. This enables us to turn over all of the money earned from the coffee sales to the Zapatistas: most of it goes to the five JBG, and a portion is used to help fund other projects initiated by the cooperatives (for example, growing vanilla) or the communities (healthcare and education). In this way, our solidarity exchanges are able to benefit all of the Zapatista communities.

A practical solidarity project

These solidarity exchanges build bridges between the struggles taking place over here and over there. They enable us to work together with the Zapatista cooperatives to create new paths, alternative trade networks, mingle our voices with the "ya basta" of the Zapatistas and forge ties between compañer@s de lucha. Through this project we are exchanging and putting into practice our dreams of a different world.

Email: cafesolidaire@no-log.org

Website: http://produitszapatistes.free.fr/

